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MI

Engine: [n-line &

Max tn!'_qu.e.-
Top speed: |5
0-60mph: &}

On sale: 175457

E36 M3 Evolution M Coupe
E__ng'ine: n-line &-cyl, 3XHee. 24 Engine:

Max power: 32/0hp &5 7 ¢ Max power: 3
Max torque: 585 f @ Max torque: |54l
Top speed: |
0-80mph: & 2z
On sale: 197

E60 M5 Me

Engine: V|0 4779
A powsr; Y00H)

Engine:

Max power:

Max torque 1 Max torque: E
Top speed: |55mph [lmdted) Top ip_e:ad:
0-80mph: * ¢ 0-60mph: 4 <=

On sale: ; On sale:




E30 M3 Sport Evolution E34 M5 (3.8)
Engine: In-iine 4-cyl, 2467cc, 6y Engine: 1, 3735
Max power: 21500 @ 700

Max torque: i

Top speed:

0-60mph: & |sec

On sale: 950

E46 M3 C5l
Ehe: VG, 1) Srapne: b
Max power: < 0 i & J Has_-:_E.Eril_:_r:

E46 M3 C5 Z4 M Coupe
i Engine: In-fne &-cyl 3246, M

Eﬂgiﬂe: 2 B
ool cirtit ”“ i

Max pnawér.- {38t
Ha! iﬁl‘ql‘ll‘!“.—“ HUrpm H_ﬂ.!l mrl_que.'. =i
Top speed: | ed Top speed:
0-60mph: ' 0-60mph: 4
On sale: /00 On sale:




hat 15 the grearesr
BMW M-car ever
made: N

the most powerful or

i
he happest,

the best-selling — though
our winner may also count
one or more of these as an
accolade — but the most engaging, inspiring

Our initial growp of 12 lownnghr entertainimg dovers’ car o
M-cars will fight it our -

aver twor days 1o see
which four go through
1O STAZe two to meet of M-cars o choose from, including four
the new M3. And what generanons each of M3 and M5,

batter venue o make the :
decision than the quist
challenging roads of have been spectacular bur impractical and
South Wales (left) probably emotonally ove

e M Z‘-Ii|§_'l.‘ [here 15 certainly no

shortage of contenders, with almost 30 vears

To have included every M-series car would

rwhelming, so

082



had ta be selective. Qur fis
this a fall-on M-car
jecring the ] i
the two versions of the M35
weeded our the derivatives
the Tour nd the like

For instance when it cam
generation (E34) M3,

:nded up
lers ranging from th
hreed,
new (8

so the 74 M Coupe a
and M6 are in, but th

s, Irdidn'’t
it, and now, sr
of our hotel 1n | nny, Souch W :
surrounded by M-cars, the ¢ looks borh
ling and daunnng. The generous «
ought along ilder models
have | d the best parking spaces, and

I'm not the only one to notice the high

“irburgring sncker count. It's a mark of
hand for

T going M-cars
yted by BMW Motors ibH,

Will the older cars

Greatest Ever

ronr stare? Acroally, o

i I{th‘hl_llfrl ). e |1i"._'!|'||]|]|:_".

M1 (1978-1981
I'he Idv of the M-series
TisE .."-.nri-. [ Z |.I|| a
bequeathed those thar folle
antial element, ©
nd rich in char
-litre, ive straight-six
r-ambitiously, the M1 was

1
bur for
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M I: never again?

BMVY had already
established its
competition
pedigree in Touring
Cars when it
formulated plans
for an assauit on
the YWorld Sports
Car Championship.
The car was the
mid-engined M1, but
lacking the ressurces
and expertise
in-house, BMW
outsourced the job
of developing the car
tor Lamborghini
Unfortunately,
the ltalian supercar
makier was enduring
ane of its more
troubled periods and
progress was glacial.
By the time BMW
took the project
back and made the

M1 preduction-
ready, Group 5
regulations had
changed — eligibility

required a number
of road cars to have
been deliverad

The M| had
missed the boat, yet
it still created huge
publicity thanks
to the one-make
Procar’ series
that saw a field of
MIs, some driven
by then-current
Formula | drivers,
battling it out ahead
of Fl races.

Owerall, though,
the project was such
1 painful experience
that, until recenchy
BMW maintained
that the M| was its
first and only mid-
engined production
car. Now, however,
it finds itself acking
a top-end model 1o
compete with Audi's
RE or Mercedes’
rumoured RE rival
Mever say never__.

MNonetheless, the production car was premn

spectal: The slightly conservanve stvling
the M1 the work of € singiaro and BMW's
Paul Bracy, is so finely derailed and has

t ime so well that the inter

comes as a surprise. There's an almost '60s

&5Ti Il"ll,l ‘.||k‘ .I.L.I\'

feel to it and a real sense of the car'’s Jow-
volume narure, with a simple dashboard
apparently stocked with switches, knobs,
dials and controls from a variery of sources
The plain seats are squashy, the pedals are
offser strongly w the right and the steering
wheel is large and flat ;
Twist the kev and dhe straight-six churns
slowly into life, almosr as if ics on carbs:
hook the dog-leg first, find the clurch biting

point and vou're away. Quite quickly the

M1 reveals iself o be
lighr, nght and sweet, the

twin=-cam six super-smooth

r above

M rpm. It doesn't sound

and really str

like an ltalian sapercar,
[h:.' howl of the Cngne
having a more classic tone,

by the same token it

doesn't feel like one l.'i'i!ll.'rl
the unassisted steering is
heavy but manageable and
wonderfully precise, and the M1 feels poised
and responsive, with a remarkably calm ride
It feels polished and finely honed. | love it
David Vivian has lots of M1 miles behind
him. ‘It was as good as any mid-engined car
of the ome,' he savs, ‘and although it isn't
really fast any more ,
as a Vectra VXR
a lor of charm." Roger Green is also smitten:
It's a gorgeous thing. I feels old and ic's not

it has the same HIWer
it has gre

steering and

=1

pertect, but you're an mtegral part of the
process, and power matches grip.’

T = =

E28 M5 (1985-88

I'he next car to use the M1's 24-valve
irht-s1x was the M635050 It was a fine

but a few months later there came a
more significant, more bespoke and wickedly
derstaved saloon with che same 286bhp
ersion of the engine — the first M3, The
M3 was hand-buile by BMW Motorsport
1 1K, cost eleven grand more than

the M3351, which was largelv an exercise in

engineering.

Stealth was a key part of the M 5's appeal,
cross-spoke BBS alloys and subtle body-
coloured arch brows the main clues ta
its potential. There was lintle take-up of



M (below) designed
1o cope with up 1o
F00bhp, the expected
output of the
turbacharged racer
Road-going MI's engine
appeared in E28 M5

[right and bebow left)

inning above #00rpm, and even
then this near-300bhp engine doesn't feel
dramatcally porent
I'here 13 magic here, though. Up on

the roads of the Black Mountain, the M3
snaps inte focus; guide it inmw a wrn "+w.| all
vaguen anishes, the meatily w
steering suddenly sharp and pre
whole chassis tense | respo
||r.-|.1._ are a |1[I.|-i' Wi 1 !
stops and there sn't o
madern cars, b
ower the trcky terrain and e e vou with
s pnil:-: and stabiliny

i g “Ic's mor a million miles away
from w ||. it | remember. It's o0 well balanced,

; s steering with fe

into whar the car i1s doing In

unexpectedly good; the sears ;

I.’.:_nr
understandable as the same ad and the clanty of the instruments ser into it
was ftred as standard o o an ] were already BMW hallmarks. S :“ \1 3 hp'”—r }'.1 ) 1””” ]
M5351, though this car g ike The 'lel—-ﬂ sounds ¢ FOrgeous dhing ; T « E30 M3 to be o
Alexander, di rhow staffe Ci chpole earlier. | know _
‘The onginal '-l‘ looks pe alongside the A ' h it he means. The original M3 has the
current V1 and lirtle bigper than 3 has.over 140,000 m 1t ck, finest |1|H|1||"'-i:ﬂ|rl pedigree of all the M-c
lhl.‘lii[r'\" '\I ¥, made, 165 ; vately roomy ; Jhafi 1 T = and the W soth a fi .|H- SUC
e tall, chin IrC vi-ball steening a rouch vague

heart abour the straight-ahea ETEING 15 [h._ ettor e *\pundulj ||- 'dn

of th al gh you'd wi if 4 new silky an 1 rs with ( H on making it comperirive
Mondeo had a facia made of this grade of ¢ Ve ove u need everywhere, from its blistered a
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more acrodynamically sloped rear screen
But the worry Catchpole and 1 share is thar
it will feel slow and gutless — the first 2.3-
litre versions had 200bhp (Sbhp less with a
catalyst], no more than today's average fast
hatch.

The model we've chosen is the last-of-the-
line Sport Evolution, with the deeper, more
pronounced front splitter, adjustable rear
spoiler Gurney and, crucially, the bigger 2.3
litre four with 238bhp. Tt looks superb; crisp-
edged, compact and purposeful, and riding
on modestly sized wheels and tyres

Irs left-hand drive, as all E30s were, ver it
feels right slipping into its sculpred sear and
gripping the thin suede rim of its steering
wheel, even though it's non-adjustable and
slightly squint. The big-capacity in-line
foar sounds a hir Tampy, a bit rappery, and
it’s clearly not overburdened wirh torque,
gernng into its stride at 3000rpm and then

086

teeling reined-in by the limiter at 7500rpm,
vet by the time [ get to the bottom of the hill
from the car park, I'm certain I've sampled
one of the world's finest drivers cars,

Whar a chassis. As an advert for small and
relatively light cars, with a sufficiency of grip,
the M3 is compelling. The run down is ven
smooth but also very deceprive and tight in
places. This being owner Craig Smith's pride
and joy, | start off gently, buc the willingness
of the car to urn and its amazing poise and
rweakability even when it's loaded hard mid-
bend, mean that I'm using the brakes less and
less and picking up more and maore specd
It sounds bizarre, bur it feels like a Cho
Williams, another car that seems as though
it will never fail to rurn. The tail of the M3
doesn't feel loose, ic just follows, and the mass
of the car seems concenrrared low. You really
need those huggy sears.

‘I was worried I'd be disappointed after the

_-f-—-..:-"t e — =

more powerful cars,” savs Green, ‘thar | might
have been viewing the E30 through rose-
tinted spectacles. Mot a bit of it

When Vivian steps out of the E30 he simply
comments, “That's definitely making the cut’
Carchpole is even more succinct: ‘Brilliant

£34 M5 (1992-95)

I have a soft spot for the second-generation
M. Partly because | think it's based on the
best-looking 5-series and that the M rweaks
are even more subtle than on the F28, and



‘It’s the basic ability of the chass

perfect match to the power available,
that makes the E34 M5

partly because ir'll exir roundabours with 3
yards of |1g-rﬁ:u,_':|x balanced opposite lock. It's
a wondertul combinanon

Hand-builr like the earlier M5, the E34 M3
first appeared in 1988 with a 3.6-litre version
of the M Power straight-six delivening
315bhp, ver it wasn't quite

» gnonigh o make

light of the newer car’s significantly increased

mass and exploit is more capable and gripp

chassis. The later 31.5-lirre 340bhp engine and
i

six-speed pearbox solved thar, and that's the

model we have here
Technology began to assert iself wich this
M-car, EDLC adjus

their first appearance, and there was a

table dampers making

‘Mirburering’ suspension |||'|Ti|.~:-|_ oo, bur s

the basic ability of the chassis, and s perfect

Inpressive
The 3.8-litre s1x sounds like previous

incarnations bur revs much more hungrily
and offers a magnitude of mid-corner punch
that invites expenmentaton. Tip the M3
into a wrn and the rear 15 |||_f1|-r there, loaded
with options Do nothing and it does nothing
Back off and it backs down to 'uurﬂl

Prod the t

smoochly and calmly into ove

rottle and — may-bey! — 1t moves

TSTEET, ||!L'

o the power available, thar makes it so

b :l"t:f.ij_'k.' 4 matter of [aste or space

oy the idea thar it isn'r eoinge oo be g handd bipwer, six-cvhinder M3 with no racing remar
when vou '|'i'.|'~:"| bevond the limit of gop = a certainly didn't stall eraffic i the showroom
big, comfortable car like the E34 oughm't g It disappointed the enthusiases though, and

50 hard or feel so balanced and con

'I!'l1L'I Pressunre

SLLCOESS, N]EI'-'lk'I'!'-_’ that we ane gmvinge t

I'rue, it takes a good few miles 1o get used

ACh SUCCESSIVE i .ll.ll."l IS @ Preater sakes

customers what thev want,’ a man from irer that, on his first run for the camera, -

s, and 1ts

D> SO 1MPres sive’

BMW told me recently. Replacing the i«
mmpetition-honed, four pot E30 M3 wid

the early cars weren't perfect. The 286bhp

but it’s a jov o discover e was muscular and sounded superb,

: the chassis felt good but, oh, the steering,
E.vo (1996-

On the slippery Majorcan roads where the
i was launched, it felr slow enough o ger

w into crouble. Tt was no surprise to learn
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M Colpe (dis pici has

a slightly ofd-schoal
frrl E39 M5 {below and
zhe) hard to faule
'::;!1r when [t
hanched, the M3
CHl's £ 20K premium
seemed hard o jurify

a C ue had eversteered into shot and
carried on ar the same .|n:,_rit' out of shot and
oft the d.

By rhe nme the
along the steering |
and convertible and four
expanded the range. |
the E36% current low ¢ g E\H'ﬁ
enth % that we strupeled o find an
owner with a two-door con pe
iy join this test, which is
door here. ‘It’s
Cireen,

-licre 32 Ibhp model
1 |:1]|.'| &

came ;
r models 11:_14_1

keen enough
hy there’s a four-
st of them all,’
‘but | reckon it's a bitof a sl
right now 4 bit of a bargain’
Really? Vivian has just stepped from it
muttering ‘awful’. Mind, he's
driven the E30 M3. There’s certainly not
the low-slung feel of the
v wood rim oo, but
gs improve when the 100bhp-per-litre
sparks up. [t sounds like all the bulkhead
sound-deadening has been npped our, and
w hundred vards the realiey that
5 is a large, potenten

the uel opines

per and

g nor ]: |1||: \.l.-'ll |

the intimacy «

e i a modestly

Sure, the

tall leaning into corners and
to sertle; it's also alerr and ad;

may be right abour it be
I think it will forever be the lea

M Coupe (1998-
Catchpole is look: )
from the M Ci YN
M3 oo and w

an

{un'u.'n
7 undervalued, but
ed M3

2002
1ghrful as he

s driven the |

: vere's a hunkered
down, more SPOTTY I to the ‘breadvan’,
and the E30's semi-trailing rear SIS
and the lack of macoon and
undoubredly add an edee to the drive

As in the E36 M3, the straight-six sounds
glorious, its n rd and merallic,
EXETrTIOnS

Certainl

WIS IOT
ahility comerol

and i3
'n more obwvious, the Ci ||.]E'n-|_"5

nose lifting and its tail squar

hits hard. 1

result, the loading of the rear suspension

g as the six

THOTE |'|'|'|-|:|'|1|'||If4_" 1‘]r‘|'. casi

L v hard the rear
|"'l.-:r|-1r1|_r Ih rear |w-||||:|. keen o
mally 1

ACCUTAIC MOvementts of 1|

yre

shde, too, large and

T ”-||- e] ser

close to your chest, not that thar is a minus

for some. ‘1 like it for being a lirde unruly,
s Gireen. Classic car feel, then, but not a
1c M-car is the general opinion,

.39 M5 (1998-2003
S rn.ilh there comes a car w

looks. sound and feel are perfectly marched.
The E39 M35 is such a car. Sitting on deep-
dish smoked chrome allows, the chunky,
third-generation M3 has a lusty 400bhp
V8 thart delivers a thunderous soundrrack,
and its demeanour is hefty but confident.
It marks the end of an era, being line-built
and dirching the straight-six, bur when the
result is so cohesive and characterful it seems
churlish to complain that it’s not a ‘proper’ M3

The gradual IMProvement in interior
quality and LiL‘HLI.,'"I'! reaches its peak in the
E39. The facia is stylish and reassuningly
substantial and neatly incorporares a

TV /zamnav screen, I]‘lnuLh the conside 1'!|1|4.
burton and switch count points 1o why i
was on the way, As ever, the basics of de
posinion and sear shape are spot on, and rha
now white-faced dials are a model of clary:
Cleverly, when the 5-litre V8 fires up from




cold, fAlling the cabin with its rich rumble,
the moveable outer band of the rev counter
imtally places the red hine lower down.

It's a heavy car, ropping 1700kg, bur the
|1I!_> FOTjuaey VB is s ¢ I|I.'.1| I

X o
e Chassis

controls the bulk with remarkable precision

A little more fee T, e chubby wheel
rim wouldn't go amiss, but the M3 feels liche

and pointy in a way thar vou

i [ EXPeCT,

and if vou show comm
on the throtle.

It's a bit of a hot n

Iment you CAn STeer 1M

g Vivian, Tt
everything is in proportion. BMW nailed

it with this model” Carchpole echoes these

thoughts, a exactly

what an M3

46 M3 CSL (2003-05)
and CS 05-07)

There was some debare over which third
generation M3
as saving that the very last of the E46s, the

(25, 1 the best, but there was strong lobbving

wlhade: We're on record

from some quarters o inchode the C51L
because it shows how far the M CONCEPT can
be taken. In the end we deaded to allow both

entry into our inddal group

up. Much lighter thanks o copious

carbonhbre (most notably for the n

more powerful and louder, especially
the ‘sport’ burton pressed, and riding on
semi-slick Michelin Cup tyres, the CSI

was loaded with potennal. Yet it didn’t quite
delver. Yes, gnip was outstanding and the
nducrion roar spine-tingling, but it didn’

feel much more acceleratve than the r

car, it was only offered with the SMG

Greatest Ever
M-car

gearbox and it cost a whopping £20K more
Ihe CS, on the other hand, was pitched
almaost perfectly, borrowing the design of the
CSL's handsome wheels and arraching them
o a chassis with a quicker steenng rack,
revised springs and bigger brakes. Ir unlocked
the latent potential of the stock M3 for a
piffling premium of just £2400. Add the CS1
hootlid with its integrated spoiler, as owner
lony Clarke has, and you've got most of the
C5L'% visual appeal roo “

089




Greatest Ever
M-car

‘If you want to convince anyone .of the merits of rear-wheel
drive, the M3 CS will do it’

wity over difficulr r ‘hassis offering
ﬁru.' 11-'.'|1I.I:~'T|t||.'r|[. the £ direct, }Illl'li. imt

feelsome. Tf vou w convince anyone of
the merirs of rear e, the CS will do it
This is not game hough. CSL owners
are an enthusiastic b ( _
e improved
. owner of

car. There's no que feels more
Above: C3 may not be as extreme as the CSL, but past tests have sugpested that it may well be the best E45 M3 special than the C8 when vou ship into the

090




M5 [below right)
and ™M& (right) use the
same 500bhp 5-lcre VIO,
rmaking for effortesshy
rapld progress. but their
size; weeight and extra
sophistication means
nesther can match the
Intimacy fownd i the
alder models

right embrace of its race-style seart, survey
the swathes of carbonhbre and take hold
of the -|||1:, suede-covered steenr [ wheel
rim. There's more menace and purpose o
the note of the straighr-six 1w, here partly
because Steve’s car runs a race ¢

Pm expecting the C5L w feel good on the
smooth, sinuous road thar leads from the car
park, but it’s not — it's brilliant. The brakes

teel sensational, offering massive stopping : 3 e ]

power with grear feel and progression, and
the chassis is fabulously direct without being
nervous — imagine the aglity of the K30

M3 in a slightly bigger

1er package. Ir's

direct, sharp and very enppy, ver adjustable

too, and even the SMG "box is superb,

&

punching up and d che ranos faseer and
smoother than the SMGz in the C5.

I'hen the road gets lumpen and ericky current M3, Chrs Bangle has arnved. As two-stage EDC, adjustable shift speed, DS(
Its the deciding moment berween the two ever, the treatment that urns the cooking d a ‘power’ button, not o mention the "M
models for me e (5L 15 firm, but riding eries into the M3 1s subtle = four tallpipes, in on the steering whet
on the Goodyears it has more than enough ng wheels, side skirts and deeper bumper r the bonner

a new 3-hre V10

suppleness to cope with rural Welsh roads. It iprons — but alongside irs predecessors the 1 e
:-_"L"r\ T|'l. e RO M Ead) M5 looks ||."-\. CONVINCITM, .'|III| |'|I'_'.' gy U0 .'|'.". ‘-'--"I'I'.'

. - g I [he same goes for the inenor, which is ind precise manual
}-,r-'!"'.k'-- LIS 1Tyt .._.-.1|-['|.--_1 ¥ E . i 7

LI ' = Hlakdl dilll  wiltully less conservanve and cohesive e 1y o a seven-speed SMG
\I.ll UL -present [Drive has red | the switch and burton idle-shift type. From the onginal M5's
Years of gradual evolution, of shape and count significantly, bur there's a multimude of 1431kg, the M5 now stands ar 1830kg. Thar's

detal refinement, meet an abrupt end in the wittons for tuming the way it dnves, including T shout 100ke more than the VB M35, hur -
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Z4 M Coupe (bottom)
is our favourite of the
current M-cars In this
part of the test, bur it
can't match the appeal
of the M|, E3% M5,
E30 M3 and E46 M3
CSL (righe)

T was expecting two

_ shortlist but
virtually comp]

astonishingly, there 1s
ete agreement

, maybe three cars to make everyone’s

it doesn’t take long to discover that the new
car 1sn't as rounded in 1es abilities

Ahour rwo corners is enough. The first
thing you notice is that, even withour the
PowET burton [TN'H‘-L‘d. the traction warmng
lighr is flickering out of the turns, Then vou
heft the wheel into an inviting turn and, after
an i]':l['.!i”- keen |Iir{'. mass takes over and
the car shifts wide of the apex. There’s no
question that the warbly V10 is delivering
the goods, thoogh. Thumb the M button and
throttle response sharpens and all 300bhp
15 at your disposal. The shove is mighty and
sustained, upshifts thudding home briskly
before the onslaught resumes. Ride quality is
impressive too, but crucally you never feel
connected with the car and the road as vou
doin other M-cars

The mechanically idenncal Mé is a more
sarisy ng ':'-:h'lulg.’_l:. It's more stylish inside,
has more supportive seats, and the V10
sounds beefier too. Poing it down the same
road as the M3 and it feels like a smaller car,



berrer controlled, oo, o weighs 120kg less,
which probably helps, ver compared wirh the
ather M-cars there sall seems to be a fler
berween yvou and whart's happeming ar the
road surface.

“The ease with which the M5 and M6 make
huge speeds is impressive,” savs Green, ‘and
they'll cover huge distances effortlessly, bur
that's not really what vou want from an M-
car, 15 it?’

a""-t‘ "-] our
Like its £ 3-based
M ¢ anpe bri
appeal. Nestled

ZIN |fr—}"|l['tf.'~'t"|”|[
redeCeEssnT, f!'IL" CUurrent
characrer and visual

ms W

] 1at lomg snour 15 the
E46 M3's storming seranghe-six, all 338bhp

of it, and it delivers acceleranon that’s eve

opening even if you've just stepped out of the
M#6. It's a more exciting and involving ride
oo, the engine loud and proud, the gearshif
of the five-speeder snappy in that knuckly
way thar defines BMW’s manual gearboxes

and the chassis is up for a bit of fun if you ger
stuck-in mid-corner in second gear.
Sure, like the original M Coupe, it’

r-edge drivers' car, geming a bir ragged

over difficulr surfaces, bur it has a verve and

momacy thar make it the |m'-; of the current
cars in this secnon of the test. Will it make
the cur® Probably not. “The old girl gers my

= 1 the battle of the Coupes.” savs Green
i

“You have wo dig that bit deeper o find the

Hew Cars spine

The reckonine

After two davs on glonous roads with twelve

i Th '-i'll."-i "ul-l":ﬂ\_ l.':_l..'h 1I|IHIIr TesSIers
PCHTIIMATES El'\_'IT I,'Irl'l r::-'.lr_ W I[;"| N CONICITIngE

| was expecnng two, maybe three cars o

vone's shortlist bur, astonishingly,

there is virrually complere agreement
Evervone has chosen the M1, the E30

M3 and the E39 M3, and all of s h:

wninated the E46 M3 CSL oo,

John Hayman — he went for the C5

e M1 makes the cur nor because ic's such

=

y landmark, or because it's the most exoric,

s Catchpole explains ‘It stands head and

shoulders aboyve the others in terms of looks

and ¢ |l.'-.i1\l.'lil i]IZILIL L 1l O '-'\"11"\ exmra I .:.:'l.l
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to earn its place, but it did.

Almaost all of us were worried that the E30
M3 would fall short of our high expectations,
but 1n fact it exceeded them. You don’t need
500bhp, says Vivian. ‘It's a cliché, bur less is
more. Hayman is unequivocal: “Perfect, 15n't
it? Ies tactlicy stands our

I'he first two generanons of M5 had ther
admirers, bur the third was almost universally
praised. ‘Fverything is in propornon; ic's so
right," says Vivian. Carchpole goes further:
‘Anyone serting out to make a rear-drive V3
saloon should get themselves into an E39
M3, because it is the idea pt‘.rru'r. red.

Surprised to see the CSL make the cur
While its single-mindedness was recognised
when it was new, it was hard o see how 1t
justified the massive price. Now, its abiliries
enhanced and broadened by the stronger
brakes and road rvres which most wear, it's
a compelling car. ‘Everything is so instant,
says Gireen. ‘A kindred spirit ro the E30, says
Carchpole

Ihose are the four, then. Time o bring on
the new M3
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END GAME

t doesn't sink n straight away. Shock
seldom does. The paddock ar Llandow
Circuir suddenly seems awfully empry.
As ¢ngrines fire up and fade out of
carshot for the last time, Carchpole,
Hayman and | just seand and waech,
largely lost for words.

The major mind-warp revolves around the
star-studded casualties of the cut. New M3
andd M6 — the swiftest, mighticst and most
rechnically advanced M-cars ever to roam the
face of the earth — silenced, cold 1o the wuch,
heading back w Bracknell in a transporrer.
£4 M Coupe — sharp, nimble, sexy, shrink-
wrap compact and buller fast — parced on the
nose, locked up, kevs in pocker M3 CS—a
certified gem, some sav the most finely judged
six-evlinder M3 of all - marking the start of
its journey home with an indignant chirp of
rubber, muscled out of the frame by its more
aggressively suited and booted progenitor, the
unambiguously hardeore M3 CS1.

Incredibly, the remaining group has jusc

-

N

VN David Vivian|






‘You den’t have tobe
. a {requent yisitor to the
limit te'gaid the M1’s
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goodie ag

one carrent-generation M-car
number, the ne engined M3. In one
we alveady know how good this ¢
thily too gond for the Audi RS54,
r something,
straight through o the
w heat, and probably desc
there’s pressure now, Old ralents schoo
the ways of rrack-honed driver invaly
zen off is equs ally lauded big
which is embarrassing enough. So
metal has been found wanung.
Time for some high-tech, heavy-dory
payback, sarely,
Like the classic M-cars, the E92

ng its

Mmern
have alre

i5 4 great

a great uu*mr- For

a lack of torque. It's yust thar the |

at the top-end are h that the mid-ra

feels only ordinary. Even withour wrin _

out, the M3 is seriously, effortlessly rapid

|1'|'|_'I in the lj!"nl._'?T:ﬂtrl._ elther,

I'3 or a Type-R Honda, you can

fire through th||.|rr~ as fasr as

vour hand, the aind 'hox synced o

perfection, barelv a pause in th

power delivery. Fortunarely the M3 als

you all the wols to exploit it There’s

virtually no understeer to speak of and the

I G TR

v

M-car, vou h
in, but or

aith that 1l am
rou've builr up that level of
confidence the M3 feels torally planted. The
M-diif locks up readily bur isn't

1 vou must steer the M

¢ o have

sy, On smooth roads
M dampers allow
you o tatlor the M3 o s environment = an
rovads leave it in srandand mode:
any floar as vour pace quickens,
- burton and body control is
work or super-smooth
1I'iil.'l:~' tlm final, stiffest setting is the one.
Soit's a Zrown-up M3, A bic smoothes, @ bit
more refined, but it sall has some M magic
And as an all-round pack

Im mpy

it’s a fantastc
achievement But that slightly remote
steenng marks it down, and perhaps being
the ultimate all-rounder doesn’t nece: sarily
make the E92 the best M-car




Brecons with

allenge from

As dawn slowly 1r
the Ii
the past not only seems undiminished bur
bristling with bring
least from the inc

it of 3 new day

it-on bonhomie. Mot
v fascinating M1,

1% OTan red paintword

more ¢ MOTTIn
rempri

[ 1 parnson between
the first and last M-

irs analogous o that

4 kmng the sound barrier
and a Shurrle : it re-entering the
atmosphere. You'd suppose thart, despire the
miassively
compu
COncer! |L'|.j abw

"-':!‘..,"L'I_l_ ‘]Il.' Asironant l"\ ||lr..'
i wer, Ye

-pants action
o dov ahonar at

and what he was goin

uite il

Burt it isn’
ne; i) vears old, but BMW?’s only mid
] car to dare 1sn’t thar far off

vak, r1|i|_:|1.1 be

engined o
e handful is
True, a peak
Y pants next
114bhp, but then, being
15 just over 1300kg

the pace, and ne

whereas the V8 M3 registers a rather more
lardy 1¢ g All right, the M3 will pull

dily on any straight but,

the M1 would hit 60mph from rest

¢ and power on to an unrestriced o

&n 1T

ced of 162mph = and with just
ample 1sn't exac
h's door That's a on nd advane
yark. |

ar higher \'.I'u'rda. al

to the new car in the benc

I'he FPOWS W

Greatest Ever
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MI's in-line sk (left) may

you might expect

course, but on these roads the M1 can stay
in touch without the need for Yeager levels
of bravery or standby undera

Fact 15, the M1 is remarkably easy o drive
tast, reasonably covilised and amazingly user
friendhy. It ing 1l b s
it’s the only genuine supercar in the final
five (hip-high roof, shallow nose, pop-up
headlights, malevolently throary exhaust

note) and not because 1ts acceleration 1s




Greatest Ever
M-car

E39 M55 VE (below)
offers similar power
to- the smaller V8 in
the new M3. Far right:
C5L has o 3556hp
version of the 1.2-litre
M Power six (bottom)

t 1o dry, and

think

er pedals. Point ou don’
ced to be 3 frequent visitor o the limirt to

e first ome | dr
one in Ausoria back in the early 805 — vou

won't ger biten. As a low-to-medium speed

that other mid engined marvel, “Frari
Dino. But, for the most part, that's where the
subrlery ends

The gearchange and elurch
absurdly meatv affairs, the larrer's
indeterminate (sometimes seemin nishile
bt MHNE COMm rIEIE:._' with ¢ long
||mjg first ar to make merelv mon |1.|-_: off
from rest an adventure. And the unass
STEErin imnpassibly low
geared and more than a little vague. Once

098

ArTS 0
1] rush

-alpel-like prec
ve been part of the
ake up a lirdle of the
rane inta the sublime
poise of the chassis and
ynamic repertoire that
ather numb-helmed ES
dimensional
+ 15 practically
It's just the way the
round
1id How of

L » then come L F Vo
trim the throrle, but vou can equally sense
|'|_|r-.n. il \ lf.j'h[ .J|| S H-:'.'IIILI

o drve absolurely flat out”

¢ simply hasn't dimmed the draw of

ing. ‘It's just go
‘It sounds fan::




into th (“

:thhnl_u_rh the suspension fee
it 1sn't found ompany, |
love the haphazard narure of the dash, the
fact you can see all the grub screws. You
know vou could take the whole thing apart
if yvou wanted o, and 1t's that }-irl1plll..lt_n that
over 1o the driv

a lirrle nired,

going on.’
The last M3 standing can’t rely on any
of the M1’
common consent, the E3% 15 the most
looking saloon here, the considerable
V& patency nestling beneath the plain but
still Pretty wWiapper And FH:ITE'I'I'[i'.-'Ii there
most certainly is: 400bhp, TOOrpm red
« 3691 fr of torque at 3800rpm, lovely
I manual (an exquisite antidote to
carly stirrings of the
thar will insulace

s seduction techmigques. By

generaton \l‘ and, we all agree, form a
large part of the reason the larest M3 and

u}:periu-nce. You're

L drn mu E‘\F}EI’]LHLE

M6 are absent from thi
ir's just one burmon, labe
irper driv

sthering. Here
Ll.l "\T\' Irtl. b
e-by-wire throrle response
and an extra dollop of steering weight Not
particularly big or clever but, as with so
abourt this M3, very micely judged
Likewise the suspension: convenoonal
springs and dampers tuned for a perfectly

much e

brilliant ride -]mmlhn_u compromise, Brilliant
because it comhbines great comfort with
almost absurdly exploitable driftability {once
vou've switched off the one-srage racton
contral), ensuring thar drver and passengers
y happy, though not
necessarily at the same rime. The basic 400-
ish bhp V8 formula is exactly the same as the
92 M3's, of course, bur it seems somehow
more relaxed and effortlessly entertaining

-




more Keith Floyd than Jamie Oliver

Carchpole: '‘Before we came on thas test |
was really unsure if any of the M5s would
make it through against the smaller, lighter

Threes and Coupes, but then vou drive

the E39 and realise that there’s something
utterly fascinating about a big car g

fast. You shouldn't be able to make a |
galumphing saloon feel so casily ballenic,
bur somehow they've managed it Bizarrely,

the E3% M5 shows the E92 how vou should
really do the whole big horsepower, comfy

electric sears thing, if thar's the way vou want

50,1 Sr:!rU}' contrasting expression of M-
ness. It's hard to imagine the E39 winning
but easy to see it as the everyday
wheels of a racer susc eptible m the odd
[c!npl’:lliur:, powe -:Hq!in-r_r it, one-handed,
M35 would

leave it for dead and deposit even longer
black lines, but it seems terminally upright
by comparison,

The M3 CSL is a completely different
propositon again and, in a very real sense
the spiritual successor to perhaps the E
most formidable nemesis, the o al
M3, found here as the fully evolved
litre: Sporr Evolution, quietly waiting in
the wings to launch its bid for glory. The
lightweighe, carbon-roofed CSL has o be

erious shout, though. Depending
on-who you listened o ar the time of its
introduction, it was either BMW?s honest
attempt to fully restore the M3 or:
evolved credibility after years of gradual
weight gain and kit-list debauchery; or
an expedient way to remove a surprising
amount of cash from gullible poseurs,
With the benefit of hindsighr, the former
proposition seems maore likely bur, whatever
the case, the CSL now stands pretry close o
the wp of the M food-chain and is cherished
and fertled by owners almost ta th i F
fenshism,

Apart from anything else, it looks the
ahsolute nuts, a drum-taur, hard-musc




gt

Compact, light E30
M3 {right) feels a
world away from the
new VB model (left).
Below right; E30
Sport Evoluticn's 2.5-
fitre four-cylinder

object lesson in aesthernic warfare against

which the E92 M3 comes across abour as
Tl.ﬁ'.];jh as a FT[:J.:IHIH |||”1IL'.|E_'| Ih‘ll'l“‘.'\ h‘.ll.llhull\
awesome, too. [t's that Sport burton again

- wakes up the throtle just as it does on the
M35 bur also gifts the induction chorus a hi-fi
amp and high efficiency speakers (acrually,
a carbonfibre air-box). No six-cvlinder
engine has ever sounded berter. Ta tell the
truth, few engines of any configuration have
sounded berrer. The M1's? Maybe a hirtle
louder bur with more mechanical thrash and
less acoustic power. E92 M3's2 An edgy VA
warble but volame limired and positively

civilised by comparison. M3's? A creamy
baritone but hardly brunsh. The CSL
l..,||_ll'.'-r|'\ it

By anv sensible standard, this is the most
focused, hardcore M3 of the lot and, better
still, all the M Division’s single minded
paring and honing mainlines into the driving
experience. When you lean on that 355bhp
at 7900rpm it really feels like ir's doing an
honest day’s work, The rest of the car’s up
for it, too. You can almost hear it chanting
the mantra under irs breath:; maximum
effore, maximum Cconvicton, Maximim
Ccommitment ‘\1;-|1 from the M3 into the

Greatest Ever
M-car

1 might as well have donned

ifter shedding an

rance-spec Lycra

furs. And vou'd

berter be ready for business

The SMG paddleshift is. In fact, it's so

manically swift and u--1'.pi-:w|'~ on i,
even those of us who'd ke a conv ennonal
manual 'box any old day of the week are
partially won over. '( i all the paddleshift M
cars, the CSL makes most sense,’ savs Green
‘It’s the most hardcore, the closest to a racer
on the road. The C5 is very good, bur onee
vou've driven the C5L it unfortunacely feels
like the poor man's version. If you'ne going
have paddles you might as well go the w hole
hog and go extreme on everything else, For
me, this car comes closest to recapt uring_{
whar the E30 was all abour,”

I'he CAL is the most firmly suspended
of all the remaining cars. Yet it never feels
harsh or jarring, lts steering is a revelaton,
too: light but brimming wirh deliciously
resolved feel and not one millimetre of
wasted motion. Turn and the CSL changes
rack instantly = no body roll, seemingly -
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no suspension bush comphiance to blur the
message, just lightning responses, terrif
precision and masses of grip. Point-to-point
it’s the E92 M3 that strugiles to stay in
touch, despite its straight
line ﬁp;"t'd :11!1:|nr;1~§,u:_ But
then, subjecuvely, it feels
as if it weighs abour half as
much again and has been

gven a slug of anaestheric
Carchpole was sceptical shour the CS]
before chis test, bur ch n't driven
one, Wha “The
speed of the shifts is awesome,” he says, ‘but
I reckon che paddles on the steering wheel
attached to the PlavStation in our effice feel
mare mechanical. In some ways | really want
a manual, bur the SMG does seem o suck

¢n he had

a difference a day makes

yvou into the whole focussed CSL experience,

You need o be held in place by a big bucker

, vou need o ke ep both hands on the

wheel while you react instnctively o all the

MOVEMEnts ::_Itﬁir:!_[ on beneath vou!
Cuestion 15, have we saved the besrt tll

last or are we abour 1o withess a bloody

massacre? How can the boxv, weedily

tyred, four-cvlinder E30 M3 - even in s

ultimare 238bhp Sporr Evolution form —
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“T'he original M3

It’s the second ofdest
2nd the least powerful
car i oar final five,

stand up to the finely resolved savagery of
the CSL, the effortless mumbo of the M3,
the mid engined supercar chops of the M
and the phenomenal pace, poise and polish

of the E92 M3?

Quire easily as it rurns out. Let's make
this simple: the original M3 is urrerly
brilliant. More pointedly, ir's utterly brilliant
in ways that the people at M have either
forgotten about or, these davs, choose to
ignore, somerthing of the essence of the
E30 1s present in the C51. and the M1 —a
sense of integration, connectedness
and mechanical honesty — bur not in the

|1I[FIr'l._

ES2 M3. For all its pace, grip and throtle
adjustability, the new car simply doesn’t have
the E30%s dynamic subtlety, its loose-limbed
agiliry, its intimacy

There's a storv that F1 hero Jean Alesi
liked his E30 so much, he later said it was
one of the most enjovable and best handling
road cars he had ever owned

o

||'|li_' 552

1s utterly brilliant in
ways the peuple at M have either
forgotten about or choose to ignore’

weight distribution gives one clue w why
it feels so jlumj. s0 balanced, so lddable
The car works with vou. It can’t rely on
electronic aids, so there has o be 2 mutual
bond of trust. The experience can sometimes
feel uncanny. It's as if it knows exactdy
what vou want o do. And, in turn, the car’s
intennons and abilites are 1:m1pl;1: Iy
transparent to the driver. If you can't form a
close relanonship with the E30, chances are
yvou have no friends

Catchpole understands where it's coming
from immediately: "The E30 looks and feels
light. It’s the antithesis of the new E92 with
its big horsepower and comfy electric seats

And Green is pleased his fond memones
haven't been shatrered. *This car has alwavs
been a hero of mine,” he savs, ‘and it thrives
on the mountain roads here, [is COTNErng
pace, feel, precision, the pure interaction
berween man and machine, all more than
counteract the c mparagve lack of pace
down the straight bits. You can rell exactly
what each of the four wheels is doing and
the balance allows them to work in unison
It's the car that the M Division built its
1'L"|\'.|'li.||:]'='|'| On, ITS VeTy i.'.'\‘-t‘rl'.'t"

The M1 has thar quality, too, but feels ald-
fashioned and lacking firepower these days,

» comes a noble fifth in this rarefied group
The new M3 doesn't have the E30 magic,
burt 1ts speed and ability are elecmfy ing.
Thar it doesn't fimish higher than fourth
Is testament to the fact that it's up againse
the all-time greats here. The V8-engined
M3 is absurdly good fun, the M3 CSL just
pipping it for total sensual overload. But
when we tot up the scores at the end of the
day, it's the E30 thar beats them all
because it does more

It wins
with less and destroys
the idea (apparently at
rh{_' core -'I|. H'ﬂ“ 1\1
thinking these davs) that
it power is good, more
power must be berer.

If that were the case,
the E42 M3 — which, on paper, is 2 best-
of-all-worlds sclunon, with its old-schoal
M3-esque VE, M3 size and supercar pace

— would represent the very pinnacle of the
M Division's achievements. But the touch of

the master belongs to a different era.

Thank you... '

Many, many thanks to Mike Alexander, auto-
journals.com, Richard Baxter, bm3w.co.uk,
BMW Car Club, Tony Clarke. Steve Davies,
Steve Ellis, Andy Gilbert. Tristan Glass,
Julian Munford, Munich Legends (www,
munichlegends.co.uk}, Steve Offley, Steve
Singleran and Craig Smith, without whom
this feature wouldn't have been possible.



