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85 percent of its maximum 400Nm of torque

It lacks modernity like direct-injection, dry-sump b

: FP) rcof to get i multi-route intake plenum, bit it's nonetheless an imp
But at tﬁat price poir m;ﬁ(s il 4 i Z of kit, undoubtedly cut from big-brother M5's V0 ¢
E92 M3 si gj;ebnﬂ ball: w[tlt'hudis 309!1\!\?!1&301\1111 RS4 and  operating in the most agaressive of its threa differant
the new V& remains unm:pectedly ci\fll!sed flexible




COMPOUND

Makine sense of a rather sticky situation

Al the electronic chasais
trickery in the world means
jackif the first and last point of
contact with terra firma lsn’t
up to snuff. Michelin and BMW
worked together to produce a
lighter, grippier, longer-lasting
version of the outstanding Pilot
Sport tyre - but there’s a twist in
the tale. Mot only are the tyres
different sizes front-to-rear
[245/40ZR18 front, 265/40ZR18
rear], but they're different

All-new front seats
less generous than
before, but there's
still room for four
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tompounds, too. The rear treads
are made entirely of a silica-
based compound, known for

its outstanding grip in wet and
dry conditions. The inside half

of the front tread face is also
constructed from silica, but the
outside half is made from plain
old carbon black; a very effective
way of taking the edge off a
grippy front end. Is this where
the trademark, sharp-steering
M3 is really hiding? - TR
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B The E92 M3 shares most of  dials [with variable warning the interior. Three sw

N its cabin with the standard 3 zones in the tachel, a chunky  near the gearshift - P

M Series coupe, meaning neatly M steering wheel, a carbon- "EDC’ and "DSC” - conif
functional design, but little fibre-look woven leather dash  the M3's engine mags§

NOT FOR

M3 workstation in the way of outright flair. insert (like the Z4 M), and a three-setting elecir

|tt| 5 The new M3 does feature brushed-metal left footrest, controlled dampers,
alittiesomore metal-rimmed, M5-style but it all does little to brighten  three-stage stability:s
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W M35 4.0-litre VB is
closely related to M5s 5.0-
litre ¥10. It runs individual
throttle butterflies and
variable double-VANOS
camshaft control to achieve
a superb 77.3kW/litre

specific output [M5's is
T4.6kW/litre). Despite a
753cc capacity increase
and two extra cylinders, at
202kq, the M3's V8 weighs
15 kilos less than the old
straight-six. The engine

block comes from same the
light-alloy foundry as the
BMW-Sauber F1 engine,
while the crankcase is
aluminium/silicon alloy,
eliminating the need for
conventional cylinder liners.




ALUMINIUM

B Many suspension

parts are unique to the
M3. Up front, the spring
struts, swivel bearings,
central subframe and an
additional thrust plate
(that enhances stability]
are all aluminium, while
at the rear, the five-arm
axle is entirely new [with
the exception of a single
track-control arm). All
rear suspension arms are
forged aluminium and
work alongside aluminium
dampers. M3 also gets the
Variable M Differential
Lock, that can transfer up
to 100 percent of drive to
either rear wheel.

Bent-eight exhaust
system a work of

art. Swirling headers
feed directly into
two high-flow cats,
then through a serfes
of bends to four
menacing cutlets
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